Year A —Thomasa Kempis
Friday, July 24, 2026

Collect for Thomas a Kempis

Holy Father, you have nourished and strengthened your Church by the inspired writings of your
servant Thomas ?7? Kempis. Grant that we may learn from him to know what is necessary to be
known, to love what isto be loved, to praise what highly pleases you, and always to seek to know
and follow your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm 33

1 Regjoice in the LORD, O you righteous! For praise from the upright is beautiful. 2 Praise the LORD
with the harp; Make melody to Him with an instrument of ten strings. 2 Sing to Him a new song; Play
skillfully with a shout of joy.

4 For the word of the LORD isright, And all His work is done in truth. > He loves righteousness and

justice; The earth isfull of the goodness of the LORD.
Psalm
Psalm 33:1-5, 20-21

20 Qur soul waits for the LORD; He is our help and our shield. 2! For our heart shall rejoice in Him,
Because we have trusted in His holy name.

* At the end of the Psalmsthisis sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Old Testament
Ecclesiastes 9:11-18

11] returned and saw under the sun that -- The race is not to the swift, Nor the battle to the strong,
Nor bread to the wise, Nor riches to men of understanding, Nor favor to men of skill; But time and
chance happen to them all. 12 For man also does not know his time: Like fish taken in a cruel net,
Like birds caught in a snare, So the sons of men are snared in an evil time, When it falls suddenly
upon them. 2 Thiswisdom | have also seen under the sun, and it seemed great to me: 4 There was a
little city with few men in it; and a great king came against it, besieged it, and built great snares
around it.

15 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city. Yet no one



remembered that same poor man. ¢ Then | said: "Wisdom is better than strength. Nevertheless the
poor man's wisdom is despised, And his words are not heard. 17 Words of the wise, spoken quietly,
should be heard Rather than the shout of a ruler of fools. ¢ Wisdom is better than weapons of war;
But one sinner destroys much good.'

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

New Testament
Ephesians 4:32-32, 1-2

3 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave
you.

1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ aso has loved us and
given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Luke 6:17-23

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from Luke's Gospel chapter 6, beginning at verse 17.

17 And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great
multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who
came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases, ¢ as well as those who were tormented with
unclean spirits. And they were healed. 1° And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power
went out from Him and healed them all. 2° Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said:
'Blessed are you poor, For yoursis the kingdom of God.

21 Blessed are you who hunger now, For you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, For you
shall laugh. 22 Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And revile you, and
cast out your name as evil, For the Son of Man's sake. 2 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For
indeed your reward is great in heaven, For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.



After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



