Year A — Second Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 18, 2026

Collect for Second Sunday after Epiphany

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ isthe light of the world: Grant that your people,
illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ?s glory, that he may
be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament
Isaiah 49:1-7

1 Listen, O coastlands, to Me, And take heed, you peoples from afar! The LORD has called Me from
the womb; From the matrix of My mother He has made mention of My name. 2 And He has made My
mouth like a sharp sword; In the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me, And made Me a polished
shaft; In His quiver He has hidden Me.' 2 And He said to me, 'Y ou are My servant, O Israel, In whom
| will be glorified." 4 Then | said, 'l have labored in vain, | have spent my strength for nothing and in
vain; Yet surely my just reward is with the LORD, And my work with my God.""

5 And now the LORD says, Who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back
to Him, So that Israel is gathered to Him ( For | shall be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, And My
God shall be My strength), ¢ Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant
To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Isragl; | will also give You as a
light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.' ' 7 Thus says the
LORD, The Redeemer of Israel, their Holy One, To Him whom man despises, To Him whom the
nation abhors, To the Servant of rulers; 'Kings shall see and arise, Princes also shall worship, Because
of the LORD who isfaithful, The Holy One of Israel; And He has chosen Y ou.'

officiant: The Word of theLord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 40

1] waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me, And heard my cry. 2 He al'so brought me
up out of ahorrible pit, Out of the miry clay, And set my feet upon arock, And established my steps.
3 He has put anew song in my mouth -- Praise to our God; Many will seeit and fear, And will trust in
the LORD. “ Blessed is that man who makes the LORD his trust, And does not respect the proud, nor
such asturn asideto lies.

5 Many, O LORD my God, are Your wonderful works Which You have done; And Your thoughts
toward us Cannot be recounted to You in order; If | would declare and speak of them, They are more



than can be numbered. ¢ Sacrifice and offering Y ou did not desire; My ears Y ou have opened. Burnt
offering and sin offering Y ou did not require. 7 Then | said, 'Behold, | come; In the scroll of the book
it iswritten of me. ¢ | delight to do Your will, O my God, And Y our law iswithin my heart.'

9 | have proclaimed the good news of righteousness In the great assembly; Indeed, | do not restrain
my lips, O LORD, You Yourself know. 1° | have not hidden Y our righteousness within my heart; |
have declared Y our faithfulness and Y our salvation; | have not concealed Y our lovingkindness and
Y our truth From the great assembly.

* At the end of the Psalms thisis sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament
1 Corinthians 1:10-17

10 Now | plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment. ' For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by
those of Chloe's household, that there are contentions among you. 2 Now | say this, that each of you
says, 'l am of Paul,’ or 'l am of Apollos,’ or 'l am of Cephas,’ or 'l am of Christ." 13 Is Christ divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

141 thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 1> lest anyone should say that |
had baptized in my own name. ¢ Yes, | also baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, | do not
know whether | baptized any other. 1’ For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel,
not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
John 1:29-42

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint John.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from John's Gospel chapter 1, beginning at verse 29.



29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 'Behold! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! = Thisis He of whom | said, 'After me comes a Man who is preferred
before me, for He was before me." ! | did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Isradl,
therefore | came baptizing with water.' 22 And John bore witness, saying, 'l saw the Spirit descending
from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him.

33 | did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'Upon whom you see the
Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 3* And | have
seen and testified that this is the Son of God.' 2> Again, the next day, John stood with two of his
disciples. % And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, 'Behold the Lamb of God!'

37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 3 Then Jesus turned, and seeing them
following, said to them, 'What do you seek? They said to Him, 'Rabbi' (which is to say, when
tranglated, Teacher), ‘where are Y ou staying? 2° He said to them, 'Come and see." They came and saw
where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth hour). © One of
the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.

41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, 'We have found the Messiah' (which is
trandlated, the Christ). 2 And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, 'You
are Simon the son of Jonah. Y ou shall be called Cephas' (which istrandated, A Stone).

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



