Year B — Saint Stephen
Saturday, December 26, 2026

Collect for Saint Stephen

We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example of the first martyr Stephen, who looked up to
heaven and prayed for his persecutors to your Son Jesus Christ, who stands at your right hand; where
he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Old Testament
Jeremiah 26:1-9, 12-15

1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came from the
LORD, saying, 2 Thus says the LORD: 'Stand in the court of the LORD's house, and spesk to al the
cities of Judah, which come to worship in the LORD's house, al the words that I command you to
speak to them. Do not diminish a word. 2 Perhaps everyone will listen and turn from his evil way,
that | may relent concerning the calamity which | purpose to bring on them because of the evil of
their doings.' # And you shall say to them, "Thus says the LORD: 'If you will not listen to Me, to walk
in My law which | have set before you,

5 to heed the words of My servants the prophets whom | sent to you, both rising up early and sending
them (but you have not heeded), ¢ then | will make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a
curse to all the nations of the earth.' ' ' 7 So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard
Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the LORD. & Now it happened, when Jeremiah had
made an end of speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, that the
priests and the prophets and all the people seized him, saying, 'Y ou will surely die!

9 Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, 'This house shall be like Shiloh, and
this city shall be desolate, without an inhabitant'? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah
in the house of the LORD.

12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the princes and all the people, saying: 'The LORD sent me to prophesy
against this house and against this city with all the words that you have heard. ** Now therefore,
amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; then the LORD will
relent concerning the doom that He has pronounced against you. 4 As for me, here I am, in your
hand; do with me as seems good and proper to you. > But know for certain that if you put me to
death, you will surely bring innocent blood on yourselves, on this city, and on its inhabitants; for
truly the LORD has sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing.'

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.



Psaim 31

1InYou, O LORD, | put my trust; Let me never be ashamed; Deliver me in Your righteousness. 2
Bow down Y our ear to me, Deliver me speedily; Be my rock of refuge, A fortress of defense to save
me. 3 For You are my rock and my fortress, Therefore, for Y our name's sake, Lead me and guide me.
4 Pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, For Y ou are my strength.

5 Into Your hand | commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O LORD God of truth. ¢ | have hated
those who regard useless idols; But | trust in the LORD. 7 | will be glad and rejoice in Y our mercy,
For You have considered my trouble; You have known my soul in adversities, ¢ And have not shut
me up into the hand of the enemy; Y ou have set my feet in awide place.

9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | am in trouble; My eye wastes away with grief, Y es, my soul and
my body! © For my life is spent with grief, And my years with sighing; My strength fails because of
my iniquity, And my bones waste away. ! | am a reproach among all my enemies, But especially
among my neighbors, And am repulsive to my acquaintances; Those who see me outside flee from
me. 12 | am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; | am like a broken vessel.

13 For | hear the slander of many; Fear is on every side; While they take counsel together against me,
They scheme to take away my life. 4 But as for me, | trust in You, O LORD; | say, 'You are my
God.' 15 My times are in Your hand; Deliver me from the hand of my enemies, And from those who
persecute me. 16 Make Y our face shine upon Y our servant; Save me for Y our mercies sake.

17 Do not let me be ashamed, O LORD, for | have called upon Y ou; Let the wicked be ashamed; Let
them be silent in the grave. ¢ Let the lying lips be put to silence, Which speak insolent things proudly
and contemptuously against the righteous. 1 Oh, how great is Y our goodness, Which You have laid
up for those who fear You, Which Y ou have prepared for those who trust in You In the presence of
the sons of men! 2° You shall hide them in the secret place of Y our presence From the plots of man;
Y ou shall keep them secretly in a pavilion From the strife of tongues.

21 Blessed be the LORD, For He has shown me His marvelous kindness in a strong city! 22 For | said
in my haste, I am cut off from before Your eyes; Nevertheless You heard the voice of my
supplications When | cried out to You. 22 Oh, love the LORD, all you His saints! For the LORD
preserves the faithful, And fully repays the proud person. 24 Be of good courage, And He shall
strengthen your heart, All you who hope in the LORD.

* At the end of the Psalms thisis sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament
Acts 6:8-40, 1-2, 51-60



8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. © Then there
arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those
from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen. 1 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and
the Spirit by which he spoke. 1 Then they secretly induced men to say, 'We have heard him speak
blasphemous words against Moses and God.'

12 And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized him,
and brought him to the council. 2 They also set up false witnesses who said, 'This man does not cease
to speak blasphemous words against this holy place and the law; 14 for we have heard him say that
this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us.' 1
And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel.

1 Then the high priest said, 'Are these things so? 2 And he said, 'Brethren and fathers, listen: The God
of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran,

1 You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your
fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those
who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and
murderers, 52 who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it.' * When they
heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth.

% But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God, 6 and said, 'Look! | see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!" 5 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and
ran at him with one accord; °¢ and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses
laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.

% And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, 'Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 0
Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, 'Lord, do not charge them with this sin." And
when he had said this, he fell adleep.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Matthew 23:34-39

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon:



We are reading from Matthew's Gospel chapter 23, beginning at verse 34.

3 Therefore, indeed, | send you prophets, wise men, and scribes. some of them you will kill and
crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, = that
on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the
blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. ¢
Assuredly, | say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.

37O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How
often | wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you
were not willing! 3 See! Your house is left to you desolate; = for | say to you, you shall see Me no
moretill you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!""

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



