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Old Testament

Song of Solomon 8:6-7

6 Set me as a seal upon your heart, As a seal upon your arm; For love is as strong as death, Jealousy

as cruel as the grave; Its flames are flames of fire, A most vehement flame. 7 Many waters cannot

quench love, Nor can the floods drown it. If a man would give for love All the wealth of his house, It

would be utterly despised. THE SHULAMITE's BROTHERS

Officiant: The Word of the Lord.

The People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 148

1 Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; Praise Him in the heights! 2 Praise Him, all

His angels; Praise Him, all His hosts! 3 Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all you stars of light!
4 Praise Him, you heavens of heavens, And you waters above the heavens!

5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, For He commanded and they were created. 6 He also

established them forever and ever; He made a decree which shall not pass away. 7 Praise the LORD

from the earth, You great sea creatures and all the depths; 8 Fire and hail, snow and clouds; Stormy

wind, fulfilling His word;

9 Mountains and all hills; Fruitful trees and all cedars; 10 Beasts and all cattle; Creeping things and

flying fowl; 11 Kings of the earth and all peoples; Princes and all judges of the earth; 12 Both young

men and maidens; Old men and children.

13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, For His name alone is exalted; His glory is above the earth

and heaven. 14 And He has exalted the horn of His people, The praise of all His saints -- Of the

children of Israel, A people near to Him. Praise the LORD!

*At the end of the Psalms this is sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

John 14:23-23

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.  Or  And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy



Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint John.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from John's Gospel chapter 14, beginning at verse 23.

23 Jesus answered and said to him, 'If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will

love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.
38 Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named

Martha welcomed Him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus' feet

and heard His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and

said, 'Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.'

41 And Jesus answered and said to her, 'Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many

things. 42 But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away

from her.'

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.


