Year A —Saint Joseph
Thursday, March 19, 2026

Collect for Saint Joseph

O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the guardian of your
incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us grace to imitate his uprightness of life and
his obedience to your commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Collect for Saint Joseph

O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the guardian of your
incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us grace to imitate his uprightness of life and
his obedience to your commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Old Testament
2 Samuel 7:4-7, 8-16

4 But it happened that night that the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying, > Go and tell My
servant David, 'Thus says the LORD: "Would you build a house for Me to dwell in? ¢ For | have not
dwelt in a house since the time that | brought the children of Israel up from Egypt, even to this day,
but have moved about in a tent and in a tabernacle. 7~ Wherever | have moved about with all the
children of Israel, have | ever spoken aword to anyone from the tribes of Israel, whom | commanded
to shepherd My people Israel, saying, 'Why have you not built Me a house of cedar? '

8 Now therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts: 'l took you
from the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people, over Isragl. © And | have
been with you wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from before you, and have
made you a great name, like the name of the great men who are on the earth. 1©° Moreover | will
appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own
and move no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress them anymore, as previously, 1 since
the time that | commanded judges to be over My people Israel, and have caused you to rest from all
your enemies. Also the LORD tells you that He will make you a house.

12 When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, 1 will set up your seed after you, who
will come from your body, and | will establish his kingdom. 12 He shall build a house for My name,
and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 1 | will be his Father, and he shall be My son.
If he commits iniquity, | will chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men.
15 But My mercy shall not depart from him, as| took it from Saul, whom | removed from before you.

16 And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be



established forever." ' ' 17 According to all these words and according to all this vision, so Nathan
spoke to David. ‘¢ Then King David went in and sat before the LORD; and he said: 'Who am |, O
Lord GOD? And what is my house, that Y ou have brought me this far? 1° And yet this was a small
thing in Your sight, O Lord GOD; and You have also spoken of Your servant's house for a great
while to come. Isthis the manner of man, O Lord GOD?

20 Now what more can David say to You? For You, Lord GOD, know Your servant. 2 For Your
word's sake, and according to Your own heart, You have done all these great things, to make Y our
servant know them. 22 Therefore Y ou are great, O Lord GOD. For there is none like Y ou, nor is there
any God besides You, according to al that we have heard with our ears. 22 And who is like Your
people, like Israel, the one nation on the earth whom God went to redeem for Himself as a people, to
make for Himself a name -- and to do for Y ourself great and awesome deeds for Y our land -- before
Y our people whom Y ou redeemed for Y ourself from Egypt, the nations, and their gods?

24 For You have made Your people Israel Your very own people forever; and You, LORD, have
become their God. > Now, O LORD God, the word which Y ou have spoken concerning Y our servant
and concerning his house, establish it forever and do as You have said. 6 So let Your name be
magnified forever, saying, 'The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel." And let the house of Your
servant David be established before Y ou. 7 For You, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, have revealed
this to Your servant, saying, 'l will build you a house." Therefore Your servant has found it in his
heart to pray this prayer to Y ou.

28 And now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are true, and You have promised this
goodness to Your servant. 2° Now therefore, let it please Y ou to bless the house of Your servant, that
it may continue forever before You; for You, O Lord GOD, have spoken it, and with Y our blessing
let the house of Y our servant be blessed forever.'

1 After this it came to pass that David attacked the Philistines and subdued them. And David took
Metheg Ammah from the hand of the Philistines. 2 Then he defeated Moab. Forcing them down to the
ground, he measured them off with a line. With two lines he measured off those to be put to death,
and with one full line those to be kept alive. So the Moabites became David's servants, and brought
tribute.

3 David also defeated Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his territory
at the River Euphrates. 4 David took from him one thousand chariots, seven hundred horsemen, and
twenty thousand foot soldiers. Also David hamstrung all the chariot horses, except that he spared
enough of them for one hundred chariots. > When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer
king of Zobah, David killed twenty-two thousand of the Syrians. ¢ Then David put garrisons in Syria
of Damascus, and the Syrians became David's servants, and brought tribute. The LORD preserved
David wherever he went.

7 And David took the shields of gold that had belonged to the servants of Hadadezer, and brought



them to Jerusalem. ¢ Also from Betah and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, King David took a
large amount of bronze. ©® When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated all the army of
Hadadezer, 1° then Toi sent Joram his son to King David, to greet him and bless him, because he had
fought against Hadadezer and defeated him (for Hadadezer had been at war with Toi); and Joram
brought with him articles of silver, articles of gold, and articles of bronze.

11 King David also dedicated these to the LORD, along with the silver and gold that he had dedicated
from al the nations which he had subdued -- 2 from Syria, from Moab, from the people of Ammon,
from the Philistines, from Amalek, and from the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah.
13 And David made himself a name when he returned from killing eighteen thousand Syrians in the
Valley of Sdlt. 4 He aso put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the
Edomites became David's servants. And the LORD preserved David wherever he went.

15 So David reigned over al Israel; and David administered judgment and justice to al his people. ¢
Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder;

officiant: The Word of theLord.

The People: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 89

L | will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever; With my mouth will 1 make known Y our
faithfulness to all generations. 2 For | have said, 'Mercy shall be built up forever; Your faithfulness
You shall establish in the very heavens.' ¢ | have made a covenant with My chosen, | have sworn to
My servant David: 4 Your seed | will establish forever, And build up your throne to all generations.""
Slah

5 And the heavens will praise Y our wonders, O LORD; Y our faithfulness also in the assembly of the
saints. 5 For who in the heavens can be compared to the LORD? Who among the sons of the mighty
can be likened to the LORD? 7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, And to be
held in reverence by all those around Him. ¢ O LORD God of hosts, Who is mighty like You, O
LORD? Y our faithfulness also surrounds Y ou.

9 You rule the raging of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them. 1° Y ou have broken Rahab in
pieces, as one who is slain; Y ou have scattered Y our enemies with Your mighty arm. 1 The heavens
are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all its fullness, You have founded them. 12 The
north and the south, Y ou have created them; Tabor and Hermon rgjoice in Y our name.

13 You have a mighty arm; Strong is Your hand, and high is Your right hand.  Righteousness and
justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face. 1> Blessed are the
people who know the joyful sound! They walk, O LORD, in the light of Your countenance. ¢ In
Y our name they rejoice all day long, And in Y our righteousness they are exalted.



17 For You are the glory of their strength, And in Your favor our horn is exalted. ‘¢ For our shield
belongs to the LORD, And our king to the Holy One of Isragl. 1° Then Y ou spoke in avision to Y our
holy one, And said: 'l have given help to one who is mighty; | have exalted one chosen from the
people. 20 | have found My servant David; With My holy oil | have anointed him,

21 With whom My hand shall be established; Also My arm shall strengthen him. 22 The enemy shall
not outwit him, Nor the son of wickedness afflict him. 22 | will beat down his foes before his face,
And plague those who hate him. 24 But My faithfulness and My mercy shall be with him, And in My
name his horn shall be exalted.

25 Also | will set his hand over the sea, And his right hand over therivers. 26 He shall cry to Me, "You
are my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation.' 27 Also | will make him My firstborn, The
highest of the kings of the earth. 22 My mercy | will keep for him forever, And My covenant shall
stand firm with him.

29 His seed also | will make to endure forever, And his throne as the days of heaven. = If his sons
forsake My law And do not walk in My judgments, 3! If they break My statutes And do not keep My
commandments, 22 Then | will punish their transgression with the rod, And their iniquity with stripes.

3 Nevertheless My lovingkindness | will not utterly take from him, Nor allow My faithfulness to fail.
3 My covenant | will not break, Nor ater the word that has gone out of My lips. 3> Once | have
sworn by My holiness; | will not lie to David: 3 His seed shall endure forever, And his throne as the
sun before Me;

37 It shall be established forever like the moon, Even like the faithful witness in the sky.' Selah 28 But
You have cast off and abhorred, Y ou have been furious with Y our anointed. * Y ou have renounced
the covenant of Your servant; You have profaned his crown by casting it to the ground. 4° Y ou have
broken down al his hedges; Y ou have brought his strongholds to ruin.

41 All who pass by the way plunder him; He is a reproach to his neighbors. 2 You have exalted the
right hand of his adversaries; You have made al his enemies rgjoice. 4 You have also turned back
the edge of his sword, And have not sustained him in the battle. 4 Y ou have made his glory cease,
And cast his throne down to the ground.

45 The days of his youth Y ou have shortened; Y ou have covered him with shame. Selah 46 How long,
LORD?Will You hide Y ourself forever? Will Y our wrath burn like fire? 4 Remember how short my
timeis; For what futility have You created al the children of men? 46 What man can live and not see
death? Can he deliver hislife from the power of the grave? Selah

49 Lord, where are Your former lovingkindnesses, Which You swore to David in Your truth? =
Remember, Lord, the reproach of Your servants -- How | bear in my bosom the reproach of all the
many peoples, > With which Your enemies have reproached, O LORD, With which they have



reproached the footsteps of Y our anointed. 52 Blessed be the LORD forevermore! Amen and Amen.

* At the end of the Psalmsthisis sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament
Romans 4:13-18

13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through
the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 4 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is
made void and the promise made of no effect, 1> because the law brings about wrath; for where there
isno law there is no transgression.

16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all
the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who
isthe father of usall 7 (asit iswritten, 'l have made you a father of many nations) in the presence of
Him whom he believed -- God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as
though they did; ‘& who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many
nations, according to what was spoken, 'So shall your descendants be.'

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Luke 2:41-52

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from Luke's Gospel chapter 2, beginning at verse 41.

41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 2 And when He was twelve
years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. > When they had finished
the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother
did not know it; 4 but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day's journey, and
sought Him among their relatives and acquai ntances.

45 So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 46 Now so it was that



after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to
them and asking them questions. 4" And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and
answers. 4 So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, 'Son, why have
Y ou done thisto us? Look, Y our father and | have sought Y ou anxiously.'

49 And He said to them, 'Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that | must be about My Father's
business? 5 But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them. 5! Then He went
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these things
in her heart. °2 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



