Year A —Proper 22
Sunday, October 4, 2026

Collect for Proper 22

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more
than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those
things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy
to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament
|saiah 5:1-7

1 Now let me sing to my Well-beloved A song of my Beloved regarding His vineyard: My Well-
beloved has avineyard On a very fruitful hill. 2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones, And planted it
with the choicest vine. He built atower in its midst, And also made a winepressin it; So He expected
it to bring forth good grapes, But it brought forth wild grapes. 2 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah, Judge, please, between Me and My vineyard. 4 What more could have been done
to My vineyard That | have not done in it? Why then, when | expected it to bring forth good grapes,
Did it bring forth wild grapes?

5 And now, please let Me tell you what | will do to My vineyard: | will take away its hedge, and it
shall be burned; And break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. ¢ | will lay it waste; It shall
not be pruned or dug, But there shall come up briers and thorns. | will also command the clouds That
they rainno rain on it." 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Isragl, And the men of
Judah are His pleasant plant. He looked for justice, but behold, oppression; For righteousness, but
behold, a cry for help.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock; You who dwell between the
cherubim, shine forth! 2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, Stir up Y our strength, And come
and save us! ¢ Restore us, O God; Cause Y our face to shine, And we shall be saved! 4 O LORD God
of hosts, How long will Y ou be angry Against the prayer of Y our people?

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears, And given them tears to drink in great measure. © You
have made us a strife to our neighbors, And our enemies laugh among themselves. 7 Restore us, O
God of hosts; Cause Your face to shine, And we shall be saved! ¢ You have brought a vine out of



Egypt; Y ou have cast out the nations, and planted it.

9 You prepared room for it, And caused it to take deep root, And it filled the land. © The hills were
covered with its shadow, And the mighty cedars with its boughs. 1 She sent out her boughs to the
Sea, And her branches to the River. 12 Why have Y ou broken down her hedges, So that all who pass
by the way pluck her fruit?

13 The boar out of the woods uproots it, And the wild beast of the field devours it. 4 Return, we
beseech You, O God of hosts; Look down from heaven and see, And visit this vine > And the
vineyard which Y our right hand has planted, And the branch that Y ou made strong for Y ourself. 16 It
is burned with fire, it is cut down; They perish at the rebuke of Y our countenance.

17 Let Your hand be upon the man of Y our right hand, Upon the son of man whom Y ou made strong
for Yourself. 18 Then we will not turn back from Y ou; Revive us, and we will call upon Y our name.
19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; Cause Y our face to shine, And we shall be saved!

* At the end of the Psalmsthisis sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament
Philippians 3:17-21

17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern.
18 For many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the
enemies of the cross of Christ: 1° whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory
isin their shame -- who set their mind on earthly things.

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ, 22 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body,
according to the working by which Heis able even to subdue al things to Himself.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Matthew 21:33-44

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew.



People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.
Deacon: We are reading from Matthew's Gospel chapter 21, beginning at verse 33.

33 Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge
around it, dug awinepressin it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far
country. ** Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they
might receive its fruit. *> And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned
another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them.

37 Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' # But when the
vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and
seize his inheritance." 3 So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.
Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?

4 They said to Him, 'He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other
vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.’ %2 Jesus said to them, 'Have you never
read in the Scriptures. "'The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This
was the LORD's doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes? “2 Therefore | say to you, the kingdom of
God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44 And whoever fals on this
stone will be broken; but on whomever it fals, it will grind him to powder.'

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



