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Sunday, September 6, 2026

Collect for Proper 18

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with al our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide
in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Old Testament
Ezekiel 33:7-11

7 S0 you, son of man: | have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a
word from My mouth and warn them for Me. ¢ When | say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you shall
surely die!" and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall diein his
iniquity; but his blood | will require at your hand. © Nevertheless if you warn the wicked to turn from
his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your
soul.

10 Therefore you, O son of man, say to the house of Isragl: 'Thus you say, 'If our transgressions and
our sins lie upon us, and we pine away in them, how can we then live? ' 1 Say to them: 'As | live,
says the Lord GOD, 'l have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his
way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119

3 Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, And | shall keep it to the end. ** Give me
understanding, and | shall keep Y our law; Indeed, | shall observe it with my whole heart. => Make me
walk in the path of Your commandments, For | delight in it. % Incline my heart to Y our testimonies,
And not to covetousness.

37 Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, And revive me in Your way. 3 Establish
Y our word to Your servant, Who is devoted to fearing Y ou. 2 Turn away my reproach which | dread,
For Y our judgments are good. 4° Behold, | long for Y our precepts; Revive mein Y our righteousness.

* At the end of the Psalms thisis sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



New Testament
Romans 13:8-14

8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law. ©
For the commandments, "Y ou shall not commit adultery,’ 'Y ou shall not murder,’ Y ou shall not steal,’
"You shall not bear false witness,' "Y ou shall not covet,' and if there is any other commandment, are
all summed up in this saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 19 Love does no
harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 1 And do this, knowing the time, that
now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us
put on the armor of light. 1 Let uswalk properly, asin the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in
lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 4 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Matthew 18:12-20

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from Matthew's Gospel chapter 18, beginning at verse 12.

12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave
the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying? > And if he should find it,
assuredly, | say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go
astray. 14 Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should
perish. 1> Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him
aone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.

16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established.! 17 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he
refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector. 8 Assuredly, |
say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven. 1© Again | say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that
they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.
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For where two or three are gathered together in My name, | am there in the midst of them.’

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



