Year A —Proper 12
Sunday, July 26, 2026

Collect for Proper 12

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament
1Kings 3:5-12

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, '‘Ask! What shall |
give you? ¢ And Solomon said: 'You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father,
because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You
have continued this great kindness for him, and Y ou have given him ason to sit on histhrone, asit is
this day. 7 Now, O LORD my God, You have made Y our servant king instead of my father David,
but I am alittle child; I do not know how to go out or comein. @ And Y our servant isin the midst of
Y our people whom Y ou have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted.

9 Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that | may discern
between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours? 1© The speech pleased
the LORD, that Solomon had asked this thing. 1* Then God said to him: '‘Because you have asked this
thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the
life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, 2 behold, | have
done according to your words; see, | have given you awise and understanding heart, so that there has
not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you.

officiant: The Word of theLord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119

121 | have done justice and righteousness; Do not leave me to my oppressors. 122 Be surety for Y our
servant for good; Do not let the proud oppress me. 122 My eyes fail from seeking Y our salvation And
Your righteous word. 4 Deal with Your servant according to Your mercy, And teach me Your
statutes.

125 1 am Your servant; Give me understanding, That | may know Y our testimonies. 126 |t is time for
You to act, O LORD, For they have regarded Your law as void. 27 Therefore | love Your
commandments More than gold, yes, than fine gold! ?¢ Therefore al Your precepts concerning all



things | consider to beright; | hate every false way.

129 Y our testimonies are wonderful; Therefore my soul keeps them. 120 The entrance of Y our words
gives light; It gives understanding to the simple. 3! | opened my mouth and panted, For | longed for
Y our commandments. 122 Look upon me and be merciful to me, As Y our custom is toward those who
love Y our name.

133 Direct my steps by Your word, And let no iniquity have dominion over me. 124 Redeem me from
the oppression of man, That | may keep Y our precepts. 1> Make Y our face shine upon Y our servant,
And teach me Your statutes. 3¢ Rivers of water run down from my eyes, Because men do not keep
Your law.

* At the end of the Psalms thisis sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament
Romans 8:26-30

26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as
we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27
Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession
for the saints according to the will of God. 22 And we know that all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many brethren. = Moreover whom He predestined, these He also
called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Matthew 13:44-52

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from Matthew's Gospel chapter 13, beginning at verse 44.



4 Again, the kingdom of heaven islike treasure hidden in afield, which a man found and hid; and for
joy over it he goes and sells al that he has and buys that field. 4> Again, the kingdom of heaven islike
a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 6 who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and
sold all that he had and bought it. 47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into
the sea and gathered some of every kind,

48 which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good into vessels,
but threw the bad away. 4° So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the
wicked from among the just, *° and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and
gnashing of teeth.' 5 Jesus said to them, 'Have you understood al these things? They said to Him,
'Yes, Lord.'

52 Then He said to them, 'Therefore every scribe instructed concerning the kingdom of heaven is like
a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old.’

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



