Year A —Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 29, 2026

Collect for Palm Sunday
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of
his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also sharein
his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament
|saiah 50:4-9

4 The Lord GOD has given Me The tongue of the learned, That | should know how to speak A word
in season to him who is weary. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear To hear as
the learned. © The Lord GOD has opened My ear; And | was not rebellious, Nor did | turn away. © |
gave My back to those who struck Me, And My cheeks to those who plucked out the beard; | did not
hide My face from shame and spitting.

7 For the Lord GOD will help Me; Therefore | will not be disgraced; Therefore | have set My face
like aflint, And I know that | will not be ashamed. ¢ He is near who justifies Me; Who will contend
with Me? Let us stand together. Who is My adversary? Let him come near Me. ¢ Surely the Lord
GOD will help Me; Who is he who will condemn Me? Indeed they will all grow old like a garment;
The moth will eat them up.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 31

1InYou, O LORD, | put my trust; Let me never be ashamed; Deliver me in Y our righteousness. 2
Bow down Y our ear to me, Deliver me speedily; Be my rock of refuge, A fortress of defense to save
me. 2 For You are my rock and my fortress; Therefore, for Y our name's sake, Lead me and guide me.
4 Pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, For Y ou are my strength.

5 Into Your hand | commit my spirit; Y ou have redeemed me, O LORD God of truth. ¢ | have hated
those who regard useless idols; But | trust in the LORD. 7 | will be glad and rejoice in Y our mercy,
For You have considered my trouble; Y ou have known my soul in adversities, ¢ And have not shut
me up into the hand of the enemy; Y ou have set my feet in awide place.

9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | am in trouble; My eye wastes away with grief, Yes, my soul and



my body! 1© For my life is spent with grief, And my years with sighing; My strength fails because of
my iniquity, And my bones waste away. 1 | am a reproach among all my enemies, But especialy
among my neighbors, And am repulsive to my acquaintances,; Those who see me outside flee from
me. 12 | am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; | am like a broken vessel.

13 For | hear the slander of many; Fear is on every side; While they take counsel together against me,
They scheme to take away my life. 4 But as for me, | trust in You, O LORD; | say, 'You are my
God."' 15> My times are in Your hand; Deliver me from the hand of my enemies, And from those who
persecute me. 16 Make Y our face shine upon Y our servant; Save me for Y our mercies sake.

17 Do not let me be ashamed, O LORD, for | have called upon You; Let the wicked be ashamed; Let
them be silent in the grave. ¢ Let the lying lips be put to silence, Which speak insolent things proudly
and contemptuously against the righteous. 1 Oh, how great is Y our goodness, Which You have laid
up for those who fear You, Which Y ou have prepared for those who trust in You In the presence of
the sons of men! 20 You shall hide them in the secret place of Y our presence From the plots of man;
Y ou shall keep them secretly in a pavilion From the strife of tongues.

21 Blessed be the LORD, For He has shown me His marvelous kindness in a strong city! 22 For | said
in my haste, 'l am cut off from before Your eyes; Nevertheless You heard the voice of my
supplications When | cried out to You. 22 Oh, love the LORD, al you His saints! For the LORD
preserves the faithful, And fully repays the proud person. 24 Be of good courage, And He shall
strengthen your heart, All you who hope in the LORD.

* At the end of the Psalmsthisis sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament
Philippians 2:5-11

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, ¢ who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. ¢ And being found in appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 1©
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of
those under the earth, 1* and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.



Gospel
Matthew 21:1-17

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from Matthew's Gospel chapter 21, beginning at verse 1.

1 Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus
sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, 'Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find
a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me. 2 And if anyone says anything
to you, you shall say, 'The Lord has need of them," and immediately he will send them." 4 All thiswas
done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying:

5 Tell the daughter of Zion, '‘Behold, your King is coming to you, Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, A
colt, thefoal of adonkey."' ¢ So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. 7 They brought
the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. ¢ And a very great multitude
spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the
road.

9 Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: 'Hosanna to the
Son of David! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!" Hosanna in the highest!" 1© And
when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, 'Who is this? 1 So the multitudes
said, 'Thisis Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.' 12 Then Jesus went into the temple of God
and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money
changers and the seats of those who sold doves.

13 And He said to them, ‘It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you have made
it a'den of thieves.' ' * Then the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them.
15 But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children
crying out in the temple and saying, 'Hosanna to the Son of David!' they were indignant ‘¢ and said to
Him, 'Do You hear what these are saying? And Jesus said to them, "Yes. Have you never read, 'Out
of the mouth of babes and nursing infants Y ou have perfected praise'?

17 Then He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, and He lodged there.

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



