Year A —Joseph of Arimathea
Saturday, August 1, 2026

Collect for Joseph of Arimathea

Merciful God, whose servant Joseph of Arimathaea with reverence and godly fear prepared the body
of our Lord and Savior for burial, and laid it in his own tomb: Grant to us, your faithful people, grace
and courage to love and serve Jesus with sincere devotion all the days of our life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Psalm 16

5 O LORD,You are the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You maintain my lot. ¢ The lines have
fallen to me in pleasant places; Yes, | have agood inheritance. 7 | will bless the LORD who has given
me counsel; My heart also instructs me in the night seasons. ¢ | have set the LORD always before me;
Because Heisat my right hand | shall not be moved.

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope. © For You will
not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. ** Y ou will show
me the path of life; In Y our presenceis fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

* At the end of the Psalms thisis sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Old Testament
Genesis 23:3-9, 17-19

3 Then Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, 4 | am a
foreigner and a visitor among you. Give me property for a burial place among you, that | may bury
my dead out of my sight.' © And the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him, ¢ Hear us, my
lord: You are amighty prince among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our burial places. None of
us will withhold from you his buria place, that you may bury your dead.'

7 Then Abraham stood up and bowed himself to the people of the land, the sons of Heth. ¢ And he
spoke with them, saying, 'If it is your wish that | bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and meet
with Ephron the son of Zohar for me, © that he may give me the cave of Machpelah which he has,
which is at the end of hisfield. Let him give it to me at the full price, as property for a buria place
among you.'

17 So the field of Ephron which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field and the cave
which wasin it, and al the trees that were in the field, which were within all the surrounding borders,



were deeded ¢ to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the sons of Heth, before all who went
in at the gate of his city. 1 And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of
Machpelah, before Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

New Testament
James 1:17-18

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. ¢ Of His own will He brought us forth by the
word of truth, that we might be akind of firstfruits of His creatures.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Luke 23:50-56

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from Luke's Gospel chapter 23, beginning at verse 50.

50 Now behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, a good and just man. ! He had not
consented to their decision and deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who himself was
also waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53
Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where
no one had ever lain before.

5 That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near. > And the women who had come with
Him from Galilee followed after, and they observed the tomb and how His body was laid. * Then
they returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the
commandment.

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



