
Year A – Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 26, 2026

Collect for Fourth Sunday of Easter

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we

may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy

Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament

Nehemiah 9:6-15

6 You alone are the LORD; You have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all their host, The

earth and everything on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You preserve them all. The host of

heaven worships You. 7 You are the LORD God, Who chose Abram, And brought him out of Ur of

the Chaldeans, And gave him the name Abraham; 8 You found his heart faithful before You, And

made a covenant with him To give the land of the Canaanites, The Hittites, the Amorites, the

Perizzites, the Jebusites, And the Girgashites -- To give it to his descendants. You have performed

Your words, For You are righteous. 9 You saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, And heard their

cry by the Red Sea.

10 You showed signs and wonders against Pharaoh, Against all his servants, And against all the

people of his land. For You knew that they acted proudly against them. So You made a name for

Yourself, as it is this day. 11 And You divided the sea before them, So that they went through the

midst of the sea on the dry land; And their persecutors You threw into the deep, As a stone into the

mighty waters. 12 Moreover You led them by day with a cloudy pillar, And by night with a pillar of

fire, To give them light on the road Which they should travel. 13 You came down also on Mount

Sinai, And spoke with them from heaven, And gave them just ordinances and true laws, Good

statutes and commandments.

14 You made known to them Your holy Sabbath, And commanded them precepts, statutes and laws,

By the hand of Moses Your servant. 15 You gave them bread from heaven for their hunger, And

brought them water out of the rock for their thirst, And told them to go in to possess the land Which

You had sworn to give them.

Officiant: The Word of the Lord.

The People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23

1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads

me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His



name's sake.
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with

me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my

enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow

me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.

*At the end of the Psalms this is sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament

1 Peter 2:19-25

19 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering

wrongfully. 20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But

when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. 21 For to this

you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow

His steps: 22 Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth';

23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but

committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on

the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness -- by whose stripes you were

healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer

of your souls.

Officiant: The Word of the Lord.

The People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel

John 10:1-10

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.  Or  And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy

Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint John.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from John's Gospel chapter 10, beginning at verse 1.

1 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some

other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the

sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by



name and leads them out. 4 And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the

sheep follow him, for they know his voice.

5 Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice

of strangers.' 6 Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the things which He spoke to

them. 7 Then Jesus said to them again, 'Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All

who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.

9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 10

The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have

life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.


