Year A —Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 3, 2026

Collect for Fifth Sunday of Easter

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus
Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that
leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

New Testament
Acts 7:55-60

% But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God, 6 and said, '‘Look! | see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!" 5” Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and
ran at him with one accord;

%8 and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the
feet of a young man named Saul. *° And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying,
'Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.' ©© Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, 'Lord, do not
charge them with this sin." And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Psaim 31

1In You, O LORD, | put my trust; Let me never be ashamed; Deliver me in Your righteousness. 2
Bow down Y our ear to me, Deliver me speedily; Be my rock of refuge, A fortress of defense to save
me. 3 For You are my rock and my fortress; Therefore, for Y our name's sake, Lead me and guide me.
4 Pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, For Y ou are my strength.

5 Into Your hand I commit my spirit; Y ou have redeemed me, O LORD God of truth. ¢ | have hated
those who regard useless idols; But | trust in the LORD. 7 | will be glad and rejoice in Your mercy,
For You have considered my trouble; You have known my soul in adversities, ¢ And have not shut
me up into the hand of the enemy; Y ou have set my feet in awide place.

9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | amin trouble; My eye wastes away with grief, Yes, my soul and
my body! 1 For my life is spent with grief, And my years with sighing; My strength fails because of
my iniquity, And my bones waste away. 1! | am a reproach among all my enemies, But especialy
among my neighbors, And am repulsive to my acquaintances; Those who see me outside flee from



me. 12 | am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; | am like a broken vessel.

13 For | hear the slander of many; Fear is on every side; While they take counsel together against me,
They scheme to take away my life. 4 But as for me, | trust in You, O LORD; | say, 'You are my
God."' 15 My times are in Your hand; Deliver me from the hand of my enemies, And from those who
persecute me. 16 Make Y our face shine upon Y our servant; Save me for Y our mercies sake.

17 Do not let me be ashamed, O LORD, for | have called upon Y ou; Let the wicked be ashamed; Let
them be silent in the grave. ¢ Let the lying lips be put to silence, Which speak insolent things proudly
and contemptuously against the righteous. 1 Oh, how great is Y our goodness, Which You have laid
up for those who fear You, Which Y ou have prepared for those who trust in You In the presence of
the sons of men! 20 You shall hide them in the secret place of Y our presence From the plots of man;
Y ou shall keep them secretly in a pavilion From the strife of tongues.

21 Blessed be the LORD, For He has shown me His marvelous kindness in a strong city! 22 For | said
in my haste, 'l am cut off from before Your eyes; Nevertheless You heard the voice of my
supplications When | cried out to You. 22 Oh, love the LORD, al you His saints! For the LORD
preserves the faithful, And fully repays the proud person. 24 Be of good courage, And He shall
strengthen your heart, All you who hope in the LORD.

* At the end of the Psalms thisis sung or said
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament
1 Peter 2:4-10

4 Coming to Him asto aliving stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, ° you
also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ¢ Therefore it is aso contained in the Scripture,
'‘Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no
means be put to shame.' 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are
disobedient, "'The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,’

8 and 'A stone of stumbling And a rock of offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to
which they also were appointed. ° But you are a chosen generation, aroya priesthood, a holy nation,
His own specia people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light; 1© who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not
obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.



Gospel
John 14:1-14

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint John.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from John's Gospel chapter 14, beginning at verse 1.

1 Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe dso in Me. 2 In My Father's house are
many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. 2 And if | go
and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to Myself; that where | am, there you
may be also. 4 And where | go you know, and the way you know.'

5 Thomas said to Him, 'Lord, we do not know where Y ou are going, and how can we know the way?
6 Jesus said to him, 'l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
Me. 7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know
Him and have seen Him." ¢ Philip said to Him, 'Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.'

9 Jesus said to him, 'Have | been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who
has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father? 1© Do you not believe that
| am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that | speak to you | do not speak on My own
authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. 11 Believe Me that | am in the Father and
the Father in Mg, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. 12 Most assuredly, | say to
you, he who believes in Me, the works that | do he will do also; and greater works than these he will
do, because | go to My Father.

13 And whatever you ask in My name, that | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 4 If
you ask anything in My name, | will do it.

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



