
Year A – Beheading of John the Baptist
Saturday, August 29, 2026

Collect for Beheading of John the Baptist

WE PRAY thee, O Lord, that this solemn festival of John Baptist thy blessed Forerunner and Martyr:

may effectually bestow upon us thy succour, to the attainment of everlasting salvation. Who livest

and reignest with the Father.

Old Testament

Jeremiah 1:17-19

17 Therefore prepare yourself and arise, And speak to them all that I command you. Do not be

dismayed before their faces, Lest I dismay you before them. 18 For behold, I have made you this day

A fortified city and an iron pillar, And bronze walls against the whole land -- Against the kings of

Judah, Against its princes, Against its priests, And against the people of the land. 19 They will fight

against you, But they shall not prevail against you. For I am with you,' says the LORD, 'to deliver

you.'

Officiant: The Word of the Lord.

The People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 19

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork. 2 Day unto day

utters speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech nor language Where

their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their words to the end of

the world. In them He has set a tabernacle for the sun,

5 Which is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, And rejoices like a strong man to run its

race. 6 Its rising is from one end of heaven, And its circuit to the other end; And there is nothing

hidden from its heat. 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the

LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The

commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes;

9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and

righteous altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also

than honey and the honeycomb. 11 Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping them

there is great reward. 12 Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults.

13 Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; Let them not have dominion over me. Then

I shall be blameless, And I shall be innocent of great transgression. 14 Let the words of my mouth and

the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.



*At the end of the Psalms this is sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament

Hebrews 12:22-24, 28-29

22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an

innumerable company of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are

registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the

Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of

Abel.
28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which

we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire.

Officiant: The Word of the Lord.

The People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel

Mark 6:17-29

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.  Or  And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy

Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Mark.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from Mark's Gospel chapter 6, beginning at verse 17.

17 For Herod himself had sent and laid hold of John, and bound him in prison for the sake of

Herodias, his brother Philip's wife; for he had married her. 18 For John had said to Herod, 'It is not

lawful for you to have your brother's wife.' 19 Therefore Herodias held it against him and wanted to

kill him, but she could not; 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and he

protected him. And when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.

21 Then an opportune day came when Herod on his birthday gave a feast for his nobles, the high

officers, and the chief men of Galilee. 22 And when Herodias' daughter herself came in and danced,

and pleased Herod and those who sat with him, the king said to the girl, 'Ask me whatever you want,

and I will give it to you.' 23 He also swore to her, 'Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of

my kingdom.' 24 So she went out and said to her mother, 'What shall I ask?' And she said, 'The head

of John the Baptist!'
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Immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, 'I want you to give me at once the

head of John the Baptist on a platter.' 26 And the king was exceedingly sorry; yet, because of the oaths

and because of those who sat with him, he did not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent an

executioner and commanded his head to be brought. And he went and beheaded him in prison, 28

brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother.

29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took away his corpse and laid it in a tomb.

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.


