Year A —Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor
Saturday, May 2, 2026

Collect for Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor

Uphold your Church, O God of truth, as you upheld your servant Athanasius, to maintain and
proclaim boldly the catholic faith against all opposition, trusting solely in the grace of your eternal
Word, who took upon himself our humanity that we might share his divinity; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.?

Psaim 71

1InYou, O LORD, | put my trust; Let me never be put to shame. 2 Deliver mein Y our righteousness,
and cause me to escape; Incline Y our ear to me, and save me. 2 Be my strong refuge, To which | may
resort continually; You have given the commandment to save me, For You are my rock and my
fortress. 4 Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, Out of the hand of the unrighteous
and cruel man.

5 For You are my hope, O Lord GOD; Y ou are my trust from my youth. ¢ By You | have been upheld
from birth; You are He who took me out of my mother's womb. My praise shall be continually of
You. 7 | have become as a wonder to many, But Y ou are my strong refuge. & Let my mouth be filled
with Y our praise And with Y our glory all the day.

* At the end of the Psalmsthisis sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Old Testament
Ezekiel 3:1-14

1 Moreover He said to me, 'Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house
of Israel.' 2 So | opened my mouth, and He caused me to eat that scroll. 2 And He said to me, 'Son of
man, feed your belly, and fill your stomach with this scroll that | give you." So | ate, and it was in my
mouth like honey in sweetness. 4 Then He said to me: 'Son of man, go to the house of Israel and
speak with My words to them.

5 For you are not sent to a people of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, but to the house of
Israel, ¢ not to many people of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, whose words you cannot
understand. Surely, had | sent you to them, they would have listened to you. 7 But the house of Israel
will not listen to you, because they will not listen to Me; for al the house of Israel are impudent and
hard-hearted. ¢ Behold, | have made your face strong against their faces, and your forehead strong
against their foreheads.



9 Like adamant stone, harder than flint, | have made your forehead; do not be afraid of them, nor be
dismayed at their looks, though they are a rebellious house.' 1° Moreover He said to me: 'Son of man,
receive into your heart all My words that | speak to you, and hear with your ears. ** And go, get to the
captives, to the children of your people, and speak to them and tell them, "Thus says the Lord GOD,'
whether they hear, or whether they refuse.’ 12 Then the Spirit lifted me up, and | heard behind me a
great thunderous voice: 'Blessed isthe glory of the LORD from His place!’

13 ] dlso heard the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the noise of
the wheels beside them, and a great thunderous noise. 4 So the Spirit lifted me up and took me away,
and | went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me.

officiant: The Word of the Lord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

New Testament
1 John 5:1-5

1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot
also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we
love God and keep His commandments. 2 For this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.

4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world -- our faith. © Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?

officiant: The Word of theLord.
The People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Matthew 10:22-32

Deacon: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. Or And with your spirit.

Deacon: May the Lord be on our minds, on our lips, and on our hearts as we hear His Holy Gospel. The Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew.

People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Deacon: We are reading from Matthew's Gospel chapter 10, beginning at verse 22.

22. And you will be hated by al for My name's sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. 22
When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, | say to you, you will not have
gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 24 A disciple is not above his teacher,



nor a servant above his master. 2> It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant
like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call
those of his household!

26 Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that
will not be known. 27 Whatever | tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear,
preach on the housetops. ¢ And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 2 Are not two sparrows sold for a
copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will.

30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 3! Do not fear therefore; you are of more value
than many sparrows. 32 Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him | will also confess before
My Father who isin heaven.

After the Gospel reading, the deacon can elevate the book and says:

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, Lord Jesus Christ.



